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22 January 1958

P77 UEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES OF LEWIS L. STRAUSS

« -+ 'As I attend the meetings of the National Security Council
~=_ by ‘invitation of the President and not as a statutory membex
of that oerganization, it has been my practice over the last
five years rarely to speak on any subject unless questioned
2+ . by the President or unless it is a8 matter bearing diregtly
5%+ upon ‘the responsibilities of the Atomic Energy Commission or

. dealing with information to which the Atomic Energy Commission
has specific and unique access, o

e This'mofning, however, I violated this rule and under
the £o;lowing ¢lrcumstancess _ o

State who wished to discuss some of the aspects of his forthe-
coming meeting with the Baghdad Pact nations for which purpose
he was leaving Washington today, In the course of his dis-

. ¢ussion, Mr, Dulles referred to the recurrent and apparently
Wi, insoluble problem of Arab-Israel relations, to the fact that

t 2 " . the Arablian States were historically and continually at war

t* - with one another or in very strained diplomatic.relationships,
& v and that their one uniting theme was mutual fear and hatred -
T of the new State of Israel. Among other things, he pointed

... . to the fact that the constant influx of Jewish refugees into

5 the British and the French to place a limitation of a ver
v . . drastic nature on further immigration in Israel, He added,
f+. .. however, that the State of Israel was “the darling of world

Joewry® and that it would be difficult under the eircumstances
for us to take action except perhaps as a unilateral.position,
for France and Britain almost surély would not go along with
‘such a proposal,

At this point, Mr, George D. Allen, head of the U.8, ,

- Information Agency, and a long-tive member of the Foreign Service,
S took the floor to say that he concurred (as a result of his own

| experience, with the views of the Secretary of State and sug=-
gested that one wag in which ipmigration might be curbed would

ba if steps could be taken to remove the tax deductibility from
contributions made in the United States to the Jewish overseas
relief organizations or to the State of “Israel itself. .
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e At this point. 1 addressed the President and the members
e -0f the Couneil in somewhat the following words: - -

R B ) .
' ! . . . . X . '



VAR )

o L PR '
o LTI
e o, =2e
¢ ¢ ‘ . . ) . -
- S A .

“fﬁf;Mr; Presidant and Friends:

#, This ie the moment for me to speak on the topic which
T is undor discuseion, Since I fear that we are about
[ .'to pass to another ltem, it is important that my
y:- 8llence should not be misconstrued as assent to or
' eoncurrence with the views which have Just been ex-

A describing the State of Israel as "the darling

v e of wordld JewryY, There are a very great many .
& Amerlcans of Jewish faith like myself, who took a

: v, . dim view of the establishment of the State of

.0 Israel, I have, in fact, been characterized for - o

'»_1'§hi§ ?oint.of view both as anti-Zionist ang antie ’
- Bemitic, h | i

.5 ®It 18 true that the friends and proponents of the
. State .of Israel M3y be more nuUmerous -- and are
-, ¢ertalnly more vocal -- than those who feel that its
.~ establishment as an independent political unity was
oge-t oo o lnadvisable, There can be no question, however,
ST - .that it has resulted ip saving the lives of perhaps
T T as many as two million innocent men, women and g
A .. . children <= the remnant from the gas chambers and

7 rest of the world and the United States offered a ;
MU .., -haven for these harried people, we could then, with . o
el .. . 8 ¢lean consclence, discuss the subject of whether :
Tl . . or not we would éncourage or discourage or prohibit,
b . Af that lay within our power, immigration to Israel;

P " BUnder the circumstances, that was the only place
Y+, - - _that these people had to go. It is still the only
e © . Pplace to which those now being persecuted and dis.

oo . littoral of fhe Mediterranean can find refuge, L
¥ = » ‘Certainly, I shall want to assist them., I think . ;
- , the majority of people in the United States of L ‘ g

Meeolo oo . .resented by people of both political parties, of i 3
Y ©.-.all religions and all national{ties. I cannot more ' ot
S0 - - 8trongly urge that this is ap impolitic and inhumane S
ol - and an un~American proposal " , ,

Thare was a period of silence which lasted for about ten
> or fifteen seconds, but which seemed to be an eternity. The
v Secretary of State said, "Well, what I meant to say, Lewls, was
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that ‘even {f we thought this was the socund thing to do by way
of uniting the Arab States, it is impossible, and you are
probably Tight - you are undoubtedly right -- in saying that
it 1s also unfair,™’ |

‘:35"Aftax-£he'meet1ng was ovear, General Twining.and General

Goodpaster asked me to remain with them in the Cabinet Room

‘Q'?. for the consideration of a matter.which the President had
. askod them ¢o discuss with me, As we sat down to talk,
. Goneral Cutler came up and sald, "Lewis, that was the most

gloquont presentation that I have ever heard made at a

. Seeurity Council meeting, and you clearly had all the member s

L with you."

" My conversation with General Twining and General '

'Geodpsstor lasted about a quarter of an hour., When I left

the Cabinet Room, I found that Mr, Allen had been waiting for
me in the corridor. He said that he was very sorry if he had
eroated a false impression in my mind by what he had saildj
that he wanted me to know that in a generally unsympathetic

. 8tate Department, he had always been a sponsor of the State of

Igrael, and that he would, under no circumstances, have had me
think -othexrwise; that it was a pragmatic approach to a problem
that demanded solution which had led him to advance the sug-

gestion that one way in which the flow of . immigration could be
controlled, if it were decided that that wae desirable, was by

tho method he had suggested, He said, however, that he did not

intond to pursue the matter any fuxrther since he was convinced
that it was an improper course..

" Lewis L. Strauss
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