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HEBREW SONGS

16 SE-VI-VON SOV S0V soVv

Se-vi-von, sov, sov, sov!
Ha-nuk-koh hu hag tov!
Ha-nuk-koh hu hag tov
Se-vi-von, sov, sov, sov!

Hag Sim-hah hu la-am

Nes ga-dol ha-yah sham
Nes ga-dol ha-yah sham
Hag Sim-hah hu la-am.

Source: Gateway to Jewish Song.

17 HA-NUK-KAH

Ha-nuk-kah, Ha-nuk-kah, hag ya-feh kol kakh
Or ha-viv mi-sa-viv, gil le-ye-led rakh
Ha-nuk-kah, Ha-nuk-kah, se-vi-von sov, sov!
Sov, sov, sov, SOV, SOV, SOV

Ma na-im va-tov.

Ha-nuk-kah, Ha-nuk-kah, hag ya-feh va-tov
Ba-Ha-nuk-kah, ba-Ha-nuk-kah ani sa-meh la-rov
Ha-nuk-kah, Ha-nuk-kah hag ha-ne-rot

Shi-ru shir—Ha-ye-la-dim ve-gam ha-ye-la-dot.

Source: Jewish Songster No. 1.

]8 SHIR SHEL HANUKKAH

Ha-nuk-kah, Ha-nuk-kah

Hag ga-dol va-tov

Ha-nuk-kah, Ha-nuk-kah

Hag ya-feh me-od

He-dad! He-dad! Hag ga-dol va-tov
He-dad! He-dad! Hag ya-feh me-od!

Source: Gateway to Jewish Song.

]9 SHIR HANUKKAH
(Mi Ye-ma-lel)

Mi ye-ma-lel ge-vu-rot Yis-ra-el
O-tan mi yim-neh

Hen be-khol dor ya-kum ha-gi-bor
Go-el ha-am!

Shma! Ba-ya-mim ha-hem baz-man ha-zeh

Ma-ka-bi, mo-shi-a u-fo-deh
Uv-ya-me-nu kol am Yis-ra-el
Yit-a-hed ya-kum le-hi-ga-el.

Source: Songs of My People.

20 MO-0Z TZUR

1
Mo-oz tzur ye-shu-o-si
L'’kho no-eh le-sha-be-ah
Ti-kon bes te-fi-lo-si
Ve-shom to-doh ne-za-be-ah
Le-es to-khin mat-be-ah
Mi-tzor ham-na-be-ah
Oz eg-mor be-shir miz-mor
Ha-nu-kas ha-miz-be-ah.

7

Ye-vonim nik-be-tzu o-lai
A-zai bi-mey hash-ma-nim
U-for-tzu ho-mos mig-do-lai
V'ti-mu kol ha-she-mo-nim
U-min-no-sar ka-ne-ka-nim
Na-a-se nes le-sho-sha-nim
Be-ne bi-no ye-me she-mo-no
Ko-ve-u shir u-re-no-nim,

Source: Jewish Songster No, 1.

21 B’RO-KHOS SHEL HA-NUK-KOH

1

Bo-rukh a-toh A-do-noy—E-lo-he-ny me-lekh ho-o-lom
A-sher ki-de-sho-nu be-mi-tze-vo-sov ve-tzi-vo-nu

Le-had-lik ner shel Ha-nuk-koh.

2

Bo-rukh a-toh A-do-noy—E-lo-he-nu me-lekh ho-o-lom

She-o0-soh ni-sim la-a-vo-se-nu

Ba-yo-mim ho-hem ba-ze-man ha-zeh.

3
(*) Bo-rukh a-toh A-do-noy—E-lo-he-nu me-lekh ho-o-lom
She-he-he-yo-nu ve-ki-mo-nu ve-hi-gi-o-nu la-ze-man- ha-zeh

(*) Sung only on the first night

Source: Jewish Songster No. 1
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HANUKKAH SONGS

PRIMARY GRADES

'I LITTLE CANDLE FIRES

On this night
Let us light
(*) little candle fires

'Tis a sight
O so bright!
(*) little candle fires

They say “‘Fight
For the Right”
Say little candle fires

So this night
Let us light
(*) little candle fires.

(*) On each of the nights of Hanukkah
sing the correct number.

Source: Bible and Festival Songbook—Goldfarb.

2 I’'D LIKE TO BE A MACCABEE

I’ like to be
A Maccabee
So strong and brave and bold;
And fight and win
Each fight I'm in
But | am only six years old!

And I'm a Jew
So | will do
Everything a small child can
For Palestine,
This land so fine
Until | grow to be a man.

Source: Bible and Festival Songbook.

3 IT"S HANUKKAH TONIGHT

Rise on tip-toes

Lift your light up-up-up
Flicker flicker, shine and shine
It’s Hanukkah to-night,

Sway and dance, little light, up and up and up
Whirl and flicker, flicker whirl
It's Hanukkah to-night.

Source: Mimeographed sheet—Board of Jewish Education.

4 MY “DREYD’L”

| have a little dreyd'l,
I made it out of clay
And when it's dry and ready
Now dreyd’l | shall play.

Chorus:

O dreyd’l, dreyd'l, dreyd'l!
| made it out of clay

O dreyd’l, dreyd’l, dreyd’l!
Now dreyd’| | shall play.

2

It has a lovely body,

With leg so short and thin
And when it is all tired,

It drops, and then | win,

Chorus:

O dreyd'l, dreyd’l, dreyd'l!
With leg so short and thin
O dreyd’l, dreyd'l, dreyd’l!
It drops, and then | win,

3

My dreyd'l’s always playful
It loves to dance and spin
A happy game of dreyd'l
Come play—Now let’'s begin.

Chorus:

O dreyd’l, dreyd’l, dreyd'l!
It loves to dance and spin

O dreyd'l, dreyd’l, dreyd'l!
Come play. Now let's begin.

Source: Bible and Festival Songbook,

5 MY CANDLES

In the window where you can send your glow
From my menorah on newly fallen snow

| will set you (*) one little candle

On this the (*) first night of Hanukkah.

(*) On each of the nights of Hanukkah
sing the correct number,

Source: Gateway to Jewish Song—Eisenstein.

MUSIC DEPARTMENT
BOARD OF JEWISH EDUCATION
Compiled and Arranged by Hyman Reznick
1942



INTERMEDIATE GRADES

6 BEFORE THE MENORAH
1

In the candles’ rays | see
Lovely pictures beck’ning me!
Judah with his shield and sword
Pledged to battle for the Lord.

2

Eleazer steadfast, strong

'Mid the mocking heathen throng;
Hannah straight as candle’s flame,
Sons who glorified her name.

3

Soldiers all, they smiled in pride
Glad and unafraid they died
God of Israel, may | be

A soldier worthy them and thee.

Source: Union Hymnal No. 206.

7 HANUKKAH SONG

O Ha-nuk-kah, O Ha-nuk-kah!
Come light to me-no-rah

Let's have a party

We'll all dance the Horah.
Gather 'round the table

We'll give you a treat
S'vi-vo-nim to play with
Le-vi-vot to eat.

And while we are playing

The candles are burning low.
One for each night

They shed a sweet light

To remind us of days long ago.

Source: Gateway to Jewish Song.

8 ONCE AN EVIL KING DID REIGN
ﬁRound)

Once an evil king did reign
Our holy temple did _Profane
Antiochus! Antiochus! Antiochus!

2
Then rose Judah, mighty hero
Saved our nation from our foe
. Judah Maccabee! Judah Maccabee!
Judah Maccabee! -

~ 3
He kindled anew the Eternal light
Dispelling the dark and gloomy night

On Hanukkah, on Hanukkah, on Hanukkah.

Source: Jewish Songster No. 1.—Goldfarb.

9 HANUKKAH LIGHT

(Words and Melody by Ben Aromin)
1

Hanukkah Light

Shine through the night
Bidding the heart be strong
From far and near

Softly | hear

Words of a holy song

These are the lamps

Kindled of old

Shining for you and for me
Kindled that man might be free
Lamps of the brave Maccabee.

2

Eyes that are bright

See the glad light

Candles with golden glow
And in their gleam

Proudly we dream

Dreams of the long ago

Their's was a spirit

Dauntless and true

Tyrants they dared to defy
Fearless although they were few
Seeking their help from on high.

Source: Mimeographed sheet—Board of Jewish Education.

'Io RCCK OF AGES
1

Rock of ages, let our song

Praise Thy saving power;

Thou amidst the raging foes

Wast our shelt'ring tower

Furious they assailed us

But Thine arm availed us

And Thy word

Broke their sword

When our own strength failed us.
2

Children of the martyr-race

Whether free or fettered,

Wake the echoes of the songs

Where ye may be scattered

Yours the message cheering

That the time is nearing

Which will see

All men free

Tyrants disappearing.

Source: Jewish Songster No. 1.
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ADVANCED GRADES

'I'I HEAR THE VOICE

Hear the voice of Israel’s elders
Calling on Judea’s sons;

“Who will be the future leaders
When the elder men are gone?
Who will do what we have started
Bring the Jew to ancient station
Who will urge the weary-hearted
Fight for right and live a nation?”

Hear the brave and youthful heroes
Coming onward with the call

“When we’re one, oppressors fear us,
Courage, courage brothers all,

Israel’s patriots and sages

Taught us how to live like men
Israel’s youth, with hearts courageous,
Live for God and race again.”

Every Jew is each man's brother
Fighting on for God and right;
Fearless cheering one another
Aiding all with main and might
Hopeful-hearted, helpful-handed
Join in union every Jew

God will help us when we're banded
Build the nation up anew.

Source: Jewish Songster No. 1,

'|2 KINDLE THE TAPER

Kindle the taper like the steadfast star
Ablaze on evening's forehead o'er the earth
Send thro’ the night its luster till afar

An eightfold splendor shine above thy hearth.

Clash, lIsrael, the cymbals, touch the lyre

Blow the loud trumpet and harsh-tongued horn;
Chant psalms of victory till the heart take fire
The Maccabean spirit leap new-born.

Still ours the dance, the feast, the glorious psalm

The mystic lights of emblem and the Word

Where is our Judah? Where our five-branch'd palm

Where are the lion warriors of the Lord?

Source: Union Hymnal No. 204

1 3 MATTATHIAS

He stuck the traitor to the earth

He raised his sword that all might see
His words rang like a trumpet blast:
“All who are faithful, follow me!”

From near and far all Israel came;
They rallied to his battle cry

They prayed unto the God of Peace,
And for their law went forth to die—

To die—and yet today they live

Far down the centuries flaming sea
That beacon sword! Hear that strong cry
“All who are faithful, follow me!”

Source: Songs of My People—Coopersmith.

'|4 HAIL THE MACCABEES

Hear Judea’s mountains ringing

Hail the Maccabees!

Hosts from cleft and cave up-springing
Hail the Maccabees!

Shining shields and spearheads glancing
See the lion brood advancing

Hail the Maccabees!

O, hail the Maccabees!

Wild the battle din is beating
Hail the Maccabees!

See the tyrant hordes retreating
Hail the Maccabees!

Loud shall rave the tyrant weakling
Mad Antiochus, the Greekling.
Hail the Maccabees!

0O, hail the Maccabees!

See the bright procession wedding
Hail the Maccabees!

Hear the songs of praise ascending
Hail the Maccabees!

Holy great the dedicaticn

Of a liberated nation

Hail the Maccabees!

0O, hail the Maccabees!

Source: Jewish Songster No. 1.

]5 WHO CAN RETELL?

Who can retell the things that befell us
Who can count them?

In ev'ry age a hero or sage

Came to our aid!

(Sung to the tune of “Mi Ve-Ma-lel"”)

Refrain:
Ah! At this time of year in days of yore .
Maccabees the Temple did restore
And today our people as we dreamed
Will arise, unite and be redeemed!

Source: Sengs of My Peoplé.
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