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Barnet Hodes’s Quest to Remember
Haym Salomon, the Almost-Forgotten
Jewish Patriot of the American Revolution
Christopher ]. Young

“For happily the Government of the United States, which gives to bigotry no

sanction, to persecution no assistance requires only that they who live under

its protection should demean themselves as good citizens, in giving it on all
occasions their effectual support.™

President George Washington to the Hebrew Congregation

in Newport, Rhode Island, 1790

“Sculpture is a difficult and expensive craft; monuments are not erected by a
community without good and sufficient reason.”

Lorado Taft (1860—1936)

On a cold December day in 1980, the hearse carrying the body of Barnet
Hodes made its way to Heald Square at the intersection of Wabash Avenue
and Wacker Drive in downtown Chicago. The park, which is slightly west of
the footprint of Fort Dearborn, is situated just northeast of the LaSalle Street
office where Hodes had worked during the 1930s and 1940s as counsel for
the city of Chicago and as the co-chair (and primary force) of the Patriotic
Foundation of Chicago.

But it was not the office that the driver of the hearse had in mind when he
approached the small, triangular, traffic-dividing park near the Chicago River.
There, in that park, stood an impressive monument depicting three men in
American-Revolutionary-era garb. Standing hand-in-hand were bronze repre-
sentations of George Washington, Robert Morris, and Haym Salomon—"“this
great triumvirate of patriots,” as President Franklin Delano Roosevelt described
the three American revolutionaries in a letter that was read at the monument’s
dedication in 1941. When the cortege stopped before the trio of sculpted
patriots, the family of Barnet Hodes stepped out of the vehicle and placed a
wreath at the foot of the large granite base that exhibited President Washington’s
comforting words to a Jewish Congregation in Rhode Island and a bas-relief
of a seated Lady Liberty welcoming people of different ethnicities to America.
As Hodes’s son, Scott, would later remember, that is what his dad would have
liked. And he was right.?

What follows is the story of Hodes’s quest during the 1930s and early 1940s

to have the statue erected to memorialize the patriotic activities of financier
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Haym Salomon. Histories of commemoration tend to focus on controversy and
conflict surrounding the formation of public memory. Historian John Bodnar
argues that public memory emerges from the mediation of tensions seemingly
inherent in the official and the vernacular forces in society. Official culture,
Bodnar explains, “promotes a nationalistic, patriotic culture of the whole that
mediates an assortment of vernacular interests,” while vernacular culture “repre-
sents an array of specialized interests that are grounded in parts of the whole.™

While usually articulated as a clash of interests between these two elements,
the conflict involved in shaping public memory can also bring into relief deep
fissures that exist within the vernacular culture (in this case, an ethnic com-
munity), not just a national community, as Beth Wenger skillfully demonstrates
in her work on the attempts to commemorate Salomon in New York City,
Chicago, and Los Angeles during the twentieth century.’

Commemoration during the 1930s was generally forged by middle-class
professionals who had a stake in the dominant culture. As a rising star in the
Democratic Party in Chicago, attorney Hodes fit this description. Defying the
national trend, machine politics in Chicago actually became stronger during
the New Deal, and Mayor Edward Kelly successfully built ethnic coalitions
and co-opted potential ethnic rivals, as had his assassinated predecessor, Anton
Cermak. Kelly brought into his circle two Jewish Chicagoans, Jacob Arvey and
his law partner, Hodes. Kelly and Arvey were also members of the Patriotic
Foundation of Chicago, an organization committed to fostering “the historical
fact that peoples of all groups participated patriotically in the founding and
building of America.®

As a political and cultural leader with a stake in stability and the continu-
ation of the status quo, Hodes was clearly part of the official commemorative
force to which Bodnar refers. As such, Hodes articulated the official interests
by expressing his vision of unity, or what society “should be like.” Conversely,
as a member of B'nai Brith and with a known association with two Chicago
synagogues—including a stint as president of the South Shore Temple—Hodes
was a leading member of an ethnic and religious group with its own interests
and concerns and, therefore, can be considered a representative of the vernacular,
as well. As such, he was a member of a social group during the 1930s whose
senses were alive to what “social reality feels like.””

Instead of being at the center of a struggle, Hodes served as a bridge between
the potentially contentious forces of the official and the vernacular. As a cul-
tural and political leader employed by the city of Chicago, Hodes represented
“the official.” It was in his capacity as city counsel that Hodes advocated for
the monument as well as sent and received mail on behalf of the Patriotic
Foundation of Chicago. As a member of an ethnic and religious group that was
one of the “specialized interests” that made up American society, Hodes also
represented “the vernacular.” His quest to make the Jewish story part of the
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American narrative by building a patriotic monument in downtown Chicago
(as opposed to in an ethnic neighborhood) that celebrated a Jewish American
revolutionary alongside Washington and Morris demonstrates that the official
and the vernacular were not so easily distinguishable.®

This is not to say that opposition to the project was totally absent. There was
opposition, but it was minimal and did not take on the intensity surrounding
an attempt to erect a statue of Salomon in New York City during the 1920s and
early 1930s. In fact, people from all walks of life wrote to Hodes from across the
country encouraging him to finish the project, even giving him leads to pursue
regarding historical artifacts that might help his cause. Bodnar’s observation
that “symbolic language of patriotism is central to public memory in the United
States” is clear in this case. Hodes discussed his project in patriotic language and
firmly believed that the project was of central importance to American Jewry.
Rather than illustrating a serious conflict within the Jewish community or
within the larger national community of which it was a part, Hodes’s quest for
the Washington-Morris-Salomon monument rode a wave of Americanism and
patriotism that began to emerge in the 1930s and early 1940s, as international
events and the rise of fascism threatened American life.”

Those who were involved either directly or indirectly in the project at the
time recognized that the statue was meant to signify the Jewish contribution
to the American experience. Today the impressive sculpture stands—with
thousands of Chicagoans and tourists passing it each day—as a testament to
the significant role that Jews played in the opening act of the United States of
America. That Hodes, a member of this vernacular interest, played a leading
role in the project was not meant to detract from, but rather add to, the case
that unity between ethnic groups as well as between civilians and the military
led to the unlikely American victory over the British. Like the project’s intended
message, the Washington-Morris-Salomon sculpture’s very existence testifies
to Hodes’s commitment and ability to bring together people from a broad
spectrum of American society in order to bring the monument to a successful
completion during another era that would “try men’s souls.”*

Beginnings

Born in Poland in 1900, Hodes migrated to the United States as a child
with his parents five years later. Growing up in LaSalle, Illinois, just over ninety
miles from his adopted hometown of Chicago, Hodes dreamed of honoring
the Jewish Revolutionary patriot, Haym Salomon. While studying American
history in high school, Hodes, the only Jewish student in his class, wondered
why Jews were not part of the American story as it was taught in school. Possibly
influenced by the writings of the Protestant Rev. Madison C. Peters, who wrote
a number of books about the importance of Jews in American history, young
Hodes was particularly intrigued by Salomon, the financial and linguistic wizard
who had given his financial all to the revolutionary cause."
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Chicago sculptor, Lorado Taft,
with an initial model for

the Washington-Morris- Barnet Hodes showing the model to President Franklin D.
Salomon Memorial Roosevelt and Governor Henry Horner, Illinois’s first
(Courtesy American Jewish governor

Jewish Archives) (Courtesy Chicago History Museum)

Cover of Program for the Unveiling

Patriotic
Cover of ,b“”h %fo ; to/” and Dedication of the Washington-
Foundation of Chicag 1 Archives Morris-Salomon Monument
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Sculptor Leonard Crunelle showing bis work
to Barnet Hodes, Paul H. Douglas, and
Lorado Taft’s daughter, Emily Taft Douglas

(Courtesy Chicago History Museum)

Below: “Haym
Salomon Lives
Again,” a cartoon
depiction of
Barnet Hodes at
the unveiling of
the Washington-
Morris-Salomon
Monument

(Courtesy Chicago
History Museum)

Unweiling of postage stamp commemorating
Haym Salomon with Chicago Postmaster
Emmerr Cooper, left, and Barner Hodes, right

(Courtesy American Jewish Archives)
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Salomon emigrated from Poland to New York City before war broke out
between Great Britain and the thirteen colonies. He used his position as a shop-
keeper to inform the American army about the British occupiers. In 1778 British
forces arrested Salomon as a spy and sentenced him to death. As he awaited
his fate in one of the infamous prisoner-of-war ships that floated ominously in
Wallabout Bay along the Brooklyn shore, the British Army realized that Salomon
was multilingual and therefore could be of some assistance. He was particularly
helpful as a translator for the British in their interactions with Hessian troops
and French prisoners of war. In time, however, the British realized that under
Salomon’s watch American and French prisoners began to escape. After Salomon
orchestrated numerous escapes, he, too, fled, making his way to Philadelphia,
where he remained for the rest of his life. There he forged connections with
Founding Fathers such as Thomas Jefferson and James Madison. Eventually,
Salomon earned the attention and confidence of the American Confederacy’s
Finance Minister Robert Morris. During the remainder of the war, Salomon
gained fame for his financial acumen, especially brokering bills of exchange, as
well as for his generosity toward delegates to the Continental Congress while
they labored in Philadelphia under personal financial constraints.'”

Hodes had an affinity with Salomon; both were Polish Jews who were
intensely patriotic. When Hodes moved to Evanston, Illinois, to study law at
Northwestern University and eventually made his home and career in Chicago,
his idea to rectify the historical gap of the Jewish revolutionary story remained
with him. The idea finally came to a head when he and fellow Chicagoans
spearheaded an organization called the Patriotic Foundation of Chicago, which
hoped “to strengthen the traditional spirit of American unity.” Founded in July
19306, this group, whose membership consisted of Jews and gentiles, Protestants
and Catholics, philanthropists and politicians, business leaders and artists, set
out to make Hodes’s dream a reality.”

They were able to do so because of the organization’s strategy of depicting
three men of different heritage rather than one. This decision was in part due
to an earlier controversy that took place within the New York City Jewish com-
munity when a group called the Federation of Polish Jews (formerly known as
the Federation of Polish Hebrews) proposed erecting a statue to honor Salomon
as a Polish “immigrant hero.” The proposal, offered in 1925, was rejected by the
New York Art Commission because of design issues as well as a lack of histori-
cally significant evidence to support the federation’s claims. The group tried
again a few years later and this time met with more success—at least from the
New York Art Commission. However, until the project’s eventual demise in the
mid-1930s, the Federation of Polish Jews was dogged by a formidable opposition
within the more established Jewish community in New York City, including
Max Kohler of the American Jewish Historical Society. The opposition had
hoped that the federation would be willing to erect a monument that included
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other Jewish patriots of the American Revolution, but the federation refused.
It was adamant that the statue be a monument to the Polish Jewish patriot in
order to inspire future generations of similar heritage. The federation’s attempt
to mitigate opposition by commissioning Charles E. Russell, who had recently
won a Pulitzer Prize, to write a book on Salomon failed. “At stake in the debate
over the monument was not only the memory of Haym Salomon,” historian Beth
Wenger observes, “but a power struggle between different sectors of the Jewish
community.” The debate over the memorial honoring Salomon “fundamentally
centered on Salomon’s symbolic meaning within two American Jewish cultures
and their differing beliefs about public expressions of Jewish identity.”"

The wrangle in New York exposed the division that existed between the
recently arrived Polish Jews and more established groups of American and ethnic
Jews, especially those from Germany. Those opposed to the idea of honoring
Salomon with a statue feared that a lack of historical evidence to support his
presumed heroic efforts could invite criticism of both the statue and the Jewish
community that erected it. Choosing an individual with a sketchy historical
record to depict the Jewish contribution (or the Polish Jewish contribution
in particular) to the American Revolution would, they worried, make them
vulnerable to accusations that the Jews’ role in the founding of the American
nation was at best minimal.”

As Hodes frequently pointed out, he was aware of the New York situation
and set out to avoid a similar outcome in Chicago. Consequently, the proposed—
and eventual—statue did not celebrate Salomon the Man or Salomon the Jew
or Salomon the Hero of the American Revolution; rather, a statue featuring
Salomon was meant to symbolize the role of minority groups in the founding
of the United States. (By minority groups, however, Hodes made it clear in his
correspondence that he meant Jews.) In the wake of the failed attempt by the
Federation of Polish Jews in New York City, the decision to link Salomon to
Washington and Morris was a clever one that led to success in Chicago. Hodes’s
activities and strategy suggest that he was determined not to have a repeat of the
New York debacle. The key was to present to Chicago not a Jewish monument,
but an American one; not a monument that celebrated a Jewish-American hero
in particular, but one that displayed in bronze the American values of diversity
and unity as exemplified by Jewish participation. While the unique statue
depicting the three patriots was meant to reinforce Americanism, it remained
(and remains) for many, especially in the Jewish-American community, a statue
dedicated to the memory of a Jewish patriot of the American Revolution.'®

An American Project with Jewish Urgency

With antisemitism running rampant in Europe and becoming increasingly
virulent in America, friends of Hodes and well-wishers from across the country
expressed that a permanent reminder of the Jewish contribution to the American
story was needed more than ever. Hodes clearly agreed.
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To create the statue, Hodes approached Lorado Taft, one of the nation’s
premier sculptors. The artist was known in the Chicago area for pieces such
as Eternal Silence (1908), Fountain of the Great Lakes (1913), and The Fountain
of Time (1922). Throughout his career, Taft focused a number of his works on
historical figures, including Schuyler Colfax (1887), General Ulysses S. Grant
(1889), George Washington (1908), Black Hawk (1911), and Lincoln, The Young
Lawyer (1927). When Hodes made his request, Taft, a gentile descendant of
American revolutionaries, happily agreed to the commission."”

The two men no doubt were acutely aware of the growing antisemitism in a
city that was home to roughly 300,000 Jews—especially as manifested by groups
such as the Chicago chapter of the German-American Bund, which, led by Fritz
Kuhn, spouted Nazi propaganda. The Bund, which ceased to exist the day after
the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, was not the only force of antisemitism in
the United States during the Great Depression. Others, such as Father Charles
Coughlin, preyed on American anxieties during the Great Depression and
offered up a favorite scapegoat for popular consumption—Jews. The popularity
of such men and their ideas were, according to one scholar, “a symptom of the
weakened state of American democracy.” Moreover, during the 1930s the rise
of groups characterized by their antisemitic sentiments and profascist beliefs
bode gravely on the American public mind. Americans increasingly suspected
that people in their midst, including their neighbors, were engaged in traitor-
ous activity. In fact, according to a Gallup poll taken in 1940, nearly half of
Americans believed that people making up a fifth column were part of their
communities. Stunningly, only 26 percent of Americans polled felt that fifth
columnists had 7oz penetrated their neighborhoods. So, it is not surprising that
for those living at this time in the United States it did not seem farfetched to
think that a “dangerous, anti-democratic Trojan Horse” was in the making.'®

The creeping antisemitism was very much on the mind of those who wished
to see the project move forward. Ata luncheon fundraiser at Chicago’s Standard
Club, Richard Gutstadt, the executive director of the Anti-Defamation League
of the B’nai B'rith, reported that Premier Hermann William Goering himself
announced at the Nuremberg Congress that “the Swastika was no longer the
emblem of Nazi Germany but was rather becoming the symbol of the world’s
determination to exterminate Jews; that that was seriously intended and was not
merely Nazi ballyhoo.” Time was of essence, Gutstadt told the crowd assembled
to raise funds for the Washington-Morris-Salomon monument. Gutstadt argued
that the proposed memorial would serve an educational purpose and help save
democracy. And it was American democracy that acted as a safeguard for Jews
as well as other minority groups, such as Catholics. The statue, according to
Gutstadt, will be a “concrete manifestation that all who see may understand that
the philosophy of our democracy and the development of this great government
is ... the product of the genius of the representatives of all groups who were
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here at the time the Revolutionary concept was first born, and who have made
their contribution from that time down to the present day.”

While attempting to reach out to a broad audience by emphasizing diver-
sity, the speech was a thinly veiled message to the Jews in the audience. As
such, Gutstadt concluded his talk by wondering aloud if a city of four million,
including over 300,000 Jews, would step up to raise the necessary $50,000.
“Are we going to dedicate ourselves to this purpose which transcends Jewish
interest, which transcends civic pride, to this purpose which is thoroughly and
truly American in its implications?” Gutstadt exhorted, adding: “Are we going
to rise to the needs of the occasion and make this magnificent and permanent
artistic concept a reality for Chicago?” The speaker hoped that by encouraging
the vernacular interest to bind itself with the official, the Washington-Morris-
Salomon project would meet with success. Hodes must have been heartened
and deeply satisfied as he listened to Gutstadt.”

Hodes and Taft no doubt hoped that the monument would serve as an
antidote to antisemitic threats to American democracy. According to his son-
in-law, Taft “became increasingly concerned during the last two years of his life
about the anti-semitic movement in the country . . . [and] became constantly
more indignant as he saw some of the cunning attempts to stir up anti-semitism
by reactionary and unAmerican groups, and he was very anxious to do what
he could to help counteract these attempts.”*” A realistic and concerned Hodes
discussed with Taft a way to protect what would be an obvious target for Nazi
supporters and other antisemites. They concluded that they would have the
patriots join hands. Besides giving the finished product a striking appearance it
would, at the same time, underscore the message of unity, as well as minimize
the chances that the statue of Salomon would be harmed. Hodes later said
that he “went to Lorado Taft and induced him to interlock Washington’s and
Salomon’s arms. In that way,” Hodes continued, “any disfigurement of Salomon
would also have injured Washington, and would have been a national disgrace.”

Having commissioned the statue and seen the model, Hodes was determined
to defend the historical record of Salomon and set out to gather as much infor-
mation as possible. Again, the New York controversy remained on his mind.
He received an unexpected boost from a Warner Brothers “patriotic short” that
appeared in 1939, titled Sons of Liberty, which won an Oscar the following year.
Directed by Michael Cutliz and staring Claude Rains, the film focused on the
patriotic services of Salomon and was a rare instance when a Jewish character
was portrayed in a motion picture. In fact, as Randi Hokett, the director of
the Warner Bros. Archives at the University of Southern California, observed,
Sons of Liberty “stands out” because of its synagogue scene, which was “bold
imagery in a time when Jewish identity had been largely eliminated from the
American movie screen.”*?
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Hollywood’s silence regarding the rise of Nazism in Germany as well as
the antisemitism at home was strange and surprising, and Harry Warner was
determined to counter it. Warner, the lesser-known sibling of the famed Warner
Brothers, was adamant about getting the word out regarding the ominous
trend toward Jews. Described by his daughter as “a very serious, moral man,”
Warner, like Hodes, had a natural connection with the revolutionary patriot
Haym Salomon. Like Salomon, Warner was a Polish Jewish immigrant who
hoped to aid America during a time of crisis. Sons of Liberty, which could be
shown free of charge in places of worship or educational institutions, was,
according to historian Michael Birdwell, “a tonic to the rising tide of domestic
anti-Semitism, for it assured viewers that Jews were as patriotic as Christians and
loved their country just as dearly.” This observation closely resembles Hodes’s
driving sentiment. Moreover, Birdwell’s conclusion that “Haym Salomon, then,
could easily be interpreted as a filmic embodiment of Harry Warner” could
just as easily be said about Hodes and the statue that was eventually erected in
downtown Chicago.”

“The Project will be Completed”

The Washington-Morris-Salomon statue was the last commissioned work
of Lorado Taft. The artist embraced the project because he enthusiastically
believed in the mission of the Patriotic Foundation of Chicago. However, he
was unable to see it to its completion. The famed sculptor died in October 1936
only having completed a maquette. As Taft lay dying, he extracted a promise
from his son-in-law, Paul H. Douglas, professor of economics at the University
of Chicago and future war hero and U.S. senator, that it would be completed.
Douglas assured his father-in-law that he would contact Hodes to make sure
that he and the Patriotic Foundation of Chicago were on board with continu-
ing the project should Taft die. The next day Douglas (falsely) reported back
to the sculptor that he had discussed the issue with Hodes, who had affirmed
his commitment to completing the project. Comforted by this information,
Taft took his son-in-law’s hand and confided, “If the memorial can be finished
I can die happy.” Within fifteen minutes, the sculptor closed his eyes, never
to regain consciousness again. He died four days later. In the days following
Taft’s death a desperate Douglas contacted supporters to urge on the project
to its completion—even admitting to them that he had told Taft a white lie in
order to grant the artist his dying wish.**

Douglas set to work right away to fulfill his promise. He wrote letter after
letter to friends explaining the need to see the project through. Interestingly,
those in charge had to decide between two major projects that Taft was involved
with at the time—the Fountain of Creation and the Washington-Morris-
Salomon statue—to make sure that at least one would be completed. Douglas
and Taft’s widow, Ada Bartlett, decided to move forward on the Patriotic
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Foundation of Chicago project, since the sculptor was passionate about the
fight against prejudice and it was his dying wish that it be completed. Sculptor
and former Taft student Leonard Crunelle took on the task of turning Taft’s
model into a monument.”

The project continued to move forward. In 1938, Hodes embarked on a
letter-writing campaign to forty-six governors and U.S. senators, explaining the
purpose of the project and encouraging his fellow politicians to write letters of
support. The response was everything that Hodes could have wished for. The
co-chair of the Patriotic Foundation of Chicago would later use these letters to
demonstrate the widespread support the project enjoyed.*®

Judging by the politicians’ comments—which ranged from the prosaic
to the eloquent—a number of the governors and senators sounded genuinely
inspired by the project. U.S. Senator Richard Russell applauded Hodes’s
project as a reminder that “no section nor strain has a monopoly in patriotism
or in our record of achievement” as a nation. James Davis, U.S. senator from
Pennsylvania, commented that “many racial strains which have been dedicated
in this great land to the cause of constitutional government and free enterprise.
. . have blended their splendid forces to provide the drive towards higher levels
of human happiness in an orderly way.” Elbert Thomas, U.S. senator from Utah,
added a personal touch to his letter to Hodes:

As a son of a mother and a father who both immigrated to America with
the purpose of coming to a land which would furnish a home for those who
wished to worship as they saw fit, to think as they wished, and to help build
a lasting monument in a governmental way to democracy in all its possibili-
ties, I rejoice in your undertaking. May our country ever remain the land of
opportunities your monument symbolizes.

Interestingly, Florida’s Senator Claude Pepper wrote that the monument to
“honor our early American patriots is just the vital force we need today to awaken
our generation to patriotic consciousness which will weld them together in a
common fight against another tyrant—the depression.” Governor Harry Nice
of Maryland stated that “Chicago’s graphic symbol in memory of ... Salomon’s
service makes me pause to give recognition to the fact that our country is a
beautiful Mosaic of all social and religious patterns.””” Neatly all of the letters
made a point of praising Hodes (or the proposed memorial) for rescuing the
memory of Salomon while acknowledging the crucial service the Polish-Jewish
immigrant played in the revolutionary drama.

Hodes’s letter-writing campaign continued during the fall of 1939, when
he sent a brief article to leading newspapers and periodicals describing the
project. He requested the public to inform him of any leads regarding material
on Salomon. On the same day he sent letters to chairs of history departments
at leading American academic institutions asking if they or anyone they knew,
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including graduate students, were in possession of historical information regard-
ing Salomon. He sent letters to leading citizens as well, such as John Pershing,
the general of the armies; Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., war hero and leading founder
of the American Legion; Supreme Court Justice Felix Frankfurter; and President
Franklin D. Roosevelt, informing them of the project. In return, he received
expressions of support from these towering Americans.*®

This, of course, does not mean thatall politicians supported the project. The
well-respected Congressman Emanuel Celler, of Brooklyn, wrote to a mutual
friend that he opposed the proposed statue in New York City and he opposed this
one as well for the same reason: He believed there was not enough information
to justify a statue of Salomon. While Celler agreed that Salomon was a patriot,
he had his concerns, which he expressed in no uncertain terms. The congress-
man thought there were plenty of other individuals who were more deserving
but were not having a statue erected in their honor. Like the opposition group
in New York City, he worried that the Salomon statue would stoke the rabid
antisemites in America who had a bully pulpit—namely, Father Coughlin.”

In a letter to the congressman (via the same mutual friend), Hodes con-
fidently fired back, stating that he was well aware of the arguments regarding
the historical Salomon. For Hodes and the Patriotic Foundation of Chicago,
Morris’s frequent acknowledgment of Salomon’s assistance during the War for
Independence was enough to justify permanently displaying the three men
together for posterity. He posited that the Jewish patriot served to represent
the Jewish contribution—among others—and emphasized that Salomon was
“included in the monument as a symbol of all the many Jews who were in
America at the time of the Revolution.” Hodes’s response was a shrewd one,
for even the opposing sides in New York City were able to agree on Salomon’s
symbolic value.?

By 1940, the Patriotic Foundation of Chicago had already raised the
$50,000 needed to fund the project—a remarkable feat considering the shrink-
ing payrolls over the previous decade. Chicago, a population with a foreign-born
majority, led the state of Illinois in unemployment. At one point in the early
1930s, 40 percent of Chicagoans were unemployed. Fortunately, as the decade
wore on, Chicago benefited from a generous amount of New Deal funding,
thanks to the mutually beneficial relationship between the popular Mayor Kelly
and the even more popular President Roosevelt. While a few affluent individu-
als offered to pay for the statue, Hodes believed that the spirit with which the
statue was being erected demanded that people across the social and economic
spectrum contribute, even if it took longer to accomplish. Consequently, the
funds were raised by popular subscription as well as fundraisers. A confident
Hodes informed inquirers in 1940 that he expected the statue to be completed
and erected sometime in the spring, and then late summer. In the end, the
statue would not be completed for another year.?!

54 ¢ American Jewish Archives Journal



Conclusion

On 15 December 1941, the Washington- Morris- Salomon statue was dedi-
cated in Chicago. Ostensibly the purpose of the monument was to symbolize
that the success of the War for Independence was achieved through tolerance,
diversity, sacrifice, and unity—the united efforts of different ethnic groups as
well as the cooperation between the military and civilians. The monument was
imagined, in the words of its sculptor, Lorado Taft, as “a powerful sermon in
bronze and granite of the importance” of unity amongst America’s diverse people
and “in crucial times, of civilian as well as military sacrifice and preparedness.”**
The message of Hodes and the Patriotic Foundation of Chicago was especially
important on this day in Chicago, when the attack on Pearl Harbor, which had
taken place just a week earlier, was still foremost on everyone’s minds. Timed
to coincide with the anniversary of the Bill of Rights, and coincidentally, with
the first day of Chanukah, the statue’s message became even more pertinent as
a new war would demand participation from all ethnic groups and coopera-
tion between the military and civilian populations at an unprecedented level.
Moreover, the ominous developments in Europe that portended grave fears for
American Jewry brought a sharp urgency to the project.”

Chicagoans dutifully followed President Roosevelt’s proclamation encourag-
ing Americans to celebrate the 150 anniversary of the Bill of Rights—the first
ten amendments to a Constitution that Haym Salomon did not live to experi-
ence. Throughout the day, gatherings took place all over the city. Mayor Kelly
found himself running between functions, which were sometimes separated by
only a matter of blocks. At 11:30 AM people began to gather at Heald Square.
Movie stars, well-known radio and theater performers, and the United States
Navy Band entertained the crowd as they waited for the program to begin at
1:00. By the time it started, five thousand people had assembled to witness the
dedication of the Washington-Morris-Salomon monument. Thousands more
listened to the program as it was boomed over the “State street amplification
system” that was arranged to maximize the number who could hear “the
downtown observances program.”*

Those in attendance watched the presentation of colors and listened to
speeches from politicians, military officials, and religious figures, including a
Presbyterian minister, a Roman Catholic priest, and a rabbi from Congregation
Mikveh Israel of Philadelphia, the religious community to which Salomon once
belonged. The need for unity to defeat the latest enemy of American liberties
was the day’s theme. Diversity and tolerance as bulwarks of American strength
continued to be emphasized, as they had been since the Patriotic Foundation
of Chicago’s campaign began. Now, on this wintry afternoon, the speakers and
their audience were linked to the American War for Independence in a way that
few could have imagined just weeks before. However, the public celebration and
dedication of the monument deemphasized Salomon’s Jewishness. In fact, the
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pampbhlet that was prepared for the day fails to make any specific reference to
Jewish participation in the War for Independence or to Salomon as a Jew. While
this was in stark contrast to the letters and newspaper articles that discussed the
project from its conception through its dedication, it was exactly what Hodes
had planned to do to make this monument a success. His Jewish hero of the
American Revolution would be on an American monument, not a Jewish one.®

Unity and American values in the face of tyranny was the message of the day,
even while war preparation was in the air and people braced for the dark reality
that would soon make itself known. Seemingly, the official had eclipsed the
vernacular. However, Hodes’s quest to have Salomon remembered demonstrates
that a tension is not necessary between the official and the vernacular as the
public memory of a person or an event emerges. At the gathering in downtown
Chicago, Jewish and gentile Americans in and out of government celebrated
their shared country, their shared past, and each other.

During the height of Hodes’s campaign for the Jewish American revolu-
tionary, a writer for the New York Times reportedly quipped that Salomon was
the “most remembered forgotten man in history.”*® Today, it may be tempting
to think that he is simply forgotten. As long as the statue stands, however, the
possibility exists that each person who walks by it and takes notice of the unusual
name will enfold the Jewish patriot into his or her historical memory—so that
rather than being forgotten, Salomon will be, as Senator William Smathers
of New Jersey said in 1938, the “almost forgotten patriot” of the American
Revolution.
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